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Support to innovations with breakthrough and 
market creating potential.

European Innovation Council €10.1
BILLION

The European Innovation Council
HORIZON EUROPE
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02. EU Unicorn Factory

Focus on high risk, disruptive startups

   & SMEs with scale up potential

EIC Fund set to become largest early stage
VC investor in Europe, crowding in other investors.

Flexible follow up funding (“Transition”) to create

business opportunities out of research results.

01. A European DARPA

Focus on disruptive high risk breakthrough technologies

Innovator friendly: flexibility to apply at any time with a 

short pitch (video pitch, slide deck, 5 page form) 

EIC “Program Managers” to develop visions, proactively 

manage projects, steer portfolios (based on

        experience of US DARPA, ARPA-E, BARDA, etc.)

03. An upgraded Innovation Community

EIC Community a box full of exciting business acceleration services and an extensive innovation ecosystem is waiting for EIC beneficiary

EIC Forum bringing together innovation ecosystem actors from across Europe

Horizon Europe “innovation ecosystems” program to support networking and joint initiatives between ecosystem actors

Partnerships with European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT), European Research Council (ERC) and others.

What makes EIC UNIQUE?
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SEAL OF EXCELLENCE

Fast track to other funding

EIC PATHFINDER

For consortia
Grants up to €4 million
To research technology breakthroughs (TRL 1-4)

EIC ACCELERATOR

For single companies
Grants up to €2.5 million
Equity up to €15 million or above
To enter the market & scale-up (TRL 6-9)

EIC TRANSITION

For consortia & single 
companies
Grants up to €2.5 million
To develop
business cases (TRL 4-6)

EIC ACCELERATOR 
SERVICES

Mentors, coaches
Global partners
Innovation ecosystems
EIC Community Platform

EIC PRIZES

Women innovators
Capital of innovation

Innovation procurement
Social innovation

Horizon
Humanitarian Innovation

EIC PROGRAMME MANAGERS

In-house Leading Experts
Identifying potential challenges in emerging 
deep tech areas
Pro-actively managing EIC Pathfinder, Transition 
and Accelerator portfolios
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EIC Work Programme 2025



1600 supported since 2014

410 selected for blended finance 
with € 2.18 billion equity proposed

Increase in startups with female 
CEOs

GROWING SUPPORT
TO STARTUPS & SMEs
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CROWDING IN
OTHER INVESTMENTS

€ 10 billion follow up investments to 
EIC supported companies

Leverage effect: 2.6 times private co-
investment on EIC Fund investments

12 unicorns - value € 1 billion+ 

112 centaurs - value € 100 million+ 

400 research projects 

800 innovations tracked

Pilot of Transition funding to 
follow up research results into 
applications

A PIPELINE OF BREAKTHROUGH 
TECHNOLOGIES

Main thematic in:

✓ Green Deal

✓ Digital

✓ Health

ADDRESSING SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

EIC
IMPACTS
(From 2022)



• What’s the EIC doing in Semiconductors
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EIC and Chips Act

EIC has a mandate of dedicating € 300 million to 
contribute to the Chips Act in 5 years:

o In 2023 spent more than €155 million under the Accelerator 
Challenge ‘Emerging Semiconductor or Quantum Technology 
Components’ and

o In 2024, €50 million are allocated under the Accelerator 
Challenge ‘Enabling the smart edge and quantum technology 
components’
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Some data on VC investment in Semiconductors (Europe)

Strategic Semiconductors 2024

Europe witnessed a surge in 
investment in 2023, with over 
US$3.4billion poured into 
innovative startups across 
various sectors

SmartPhotonics, Aledia, 
Pasqal, SiPearl, Quandela,..
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Do Startups Have a Place in the Semiconductor Supply 
Chain? (eetimes.eu)
Where?

New Materials and processes:

- Materials handling, packaging 

and assembly

- Disrupt manufacturing

Sustainability:

- Innovations to replace 

solvents, acids,.. Manufacturing 

process

- Energy

Sensors/ 

Metrology

https://www.eetimes.eu/do-startups-have-a-place-in-the-semiconductor-supply-chain/
https://www.eetimes.eu/do-startups-have-a-place-in-the-semiconductor-supply-chain/
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Some EIC startups in Semiconductors
Booth EWE 126 (Entrance West)
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Some EIC startups in Semiconductors
Booth EWE 126 (Entrance West)



© 2018 Adventure – Presentation template
13

• EIC Portfolio in Semiconductors is very rich with many relevant innovations and 
startups 

• Challenges in this field are very much in line with EU strategies. Let’s hear directly 
for the Startups and Investors:

12:45 Panel discussion: Challenges faced when investing in Semiconductors from the point of view of 
startups and investors

- Moderator, Thomas Ferre:, Investor, EIC Division at European Investment Bank (EIB) 

- Panelists:

• Christian Reitberger: Founding Partner at Matterwave Ventures

• Tore Irgens Kuhnle CEO at Nanopower Semiconductors 

• Matthias Lohrmann Cofounder and CTO at Spinncloud Systems 

• Thomas Rueckes COO and Managing Director at Ferroelectric Memory

• Isabel Obieta, Programme Manager at EIC

13:25 Closing Remarks, Thomas Ferre:, Investor, EIC Division at European Investment Bank (EIB)

Conclusions and Introduction to the Panel
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Thank You
FOR MORE INFORMATION,

CONTACT US:

@EUeic    #Eueic

eic.ec.europa.eu
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