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Mrs Ursula von der Leyen 
Rue de la Loi 200 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 

 

Subject: 

Request to expand bilateral cooperation on technology and trade between European Union and United States 
 
 

11 June 2021 
Dear President, 

 

We write you on behalf of SEMI, the global industry association representing more than 2400 semiconductor and 

electronics manufacturing companies worldwide, to bring to your attention the growing need for closer 

transatlantic cooperation between the European Union and the United States. 

For decades, the transatlantic partnership has been a key driver of economic growth and prosperity of the 

microelectronics industry. Today, more than ever, this cooperation continues to play an essential role in efforts to 

build a resilient domestic industrial ecosystem and provide the foundation for a new era of technological 

leadership. 

To remain competitive and advance our strategic position in the digital age, Europe and the U.S. must continue to 

invest in the microelectronics industry to advance new materials, designs and architectures, while remaining open 

to all who can add value and foster innovation. By bringing together domestic and foreign expertise, more 

technological self-reliance can be achieved, cooperation linkages with international partners can be sustained, 

while core values and principles remain preserved. 

SEMI believes that the European Union and United States are well positioned to build on their shared strategic 

interests and advance regulatory cooperation on critical technologies, such as microelectronics, and identify ways 

to ensure long-term resilience of supply chains essential for the growth of this industry. We support establishing 

the proposed EU-US Trade and Technology Council, and we encourage further commitment to a constructive 

dialogue, ensuring cooperation on critical technologies and supply chains reflects the needs of both partners and 

our globally integrated microelectronics industry. 

 
We would like to offer our gratitude and our support for your efforts to maintain and strengthen the bilateral 

dialogue between the European Union and United States on technology governance and the global rules-based 

trading system. We are at your disposal for further information and assistance. 

 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 

Ajit Manocha Luc Van den hove 

SEMI President and CEO SEMI Europe Advisory Board Chair 

http://www.semi.org/eu
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Industry Executives from SEMI Europe Advisory Board endorsing this letter: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

About SEMI Europe   

SEMI Europe is the European arm of SEMI, the industry association connecting more than 2,400 semiconductor 

and electronics manufacturing companies worldwide, including nearly 300 European headquartered businesses. 

SEMI members are responsible for the innovations in materials, design, equipment, software, devices and services 

that enable smarter, faster, more powerful and more affordable electronic products. Since 1970, SEMI has built 

connections that have helped its members prosper, create new markets and address common industry challenges 

together. 

 

http://www.semi.org/eu


Mr Thierry Breton  
Rue de la Loi 200 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
 

Subject: 
 
Request to expand bilateral cooperation on technology and trade between European Union and United States 
 
 

11 June 2021 
Dear Commissioner, 
 
We write you on behalf of SEMI, the global industry association representing more than 2400 semiconductor 
and electronics manufacturing companies worldwide, to bring to your attention the growing need for closer 
transatlantic cooperation between the European Union and the United States. 
 
For decades, the transatlantic partnership has been a key driver of economic growth and prosperity of the 

microelectronics industry. Today, more than ever, this cooperation continues to play an essential role in efforts 

to build a resilient domestic industrial ecosystem and provide the foundation for a new era of technological 

leadership. 
 
To remain competitive and advance our strategic position in the digital age, Europe and the U.S. must continue 

to invest in the microelectronics industry to advance new materials, designs and architectures, while remaining 

open to all who can add value and foster innovation. By bringing together domestic and foreign expertise, more 

technological self-reliance can be achieved, cooperation linkages with international partners can be sustained, 

while core values and principles remain preserved. 
 
SEMI believes that the European Union and United States are well positioned to build on their shared strategic 

interests and advance regulatory cooperation on critical technologies, such as microelectronics, and identify 

ways to ensure long-term resilience of supply chains essential for the growth of this industry. We support 

establishing the proposed EU-US Trade and Technology Council, and we encourage further commitment to a 

constructive dialogue, ensuring cooperation on critical technologies and supply chains reflects the needs of both 

partners and our globally integrated microelectronics industry. 

 

We would like to offer our gratitude and our support for your efforts to maintain and strengthen the bilateral 
dialogue between the European Union and United States on technology governance and the global rules-based 
trading system. We are at your disposal for further information and assistance. 

 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

 

Sincerely,  
 
 

 

Ajit Manocha 

 
 

 

Luc Van den hove 
 

SEMI President and CEO 
 
SEMI Europe Advisory Board Chair 
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Industry Executives from SEMI Europe Advisory Board endorsing this letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

About SEMI Europe 
 

SEMI Europe is the European arm of SEMI, the industry association connecting more than 2,400 semiconductor 

and electronics manufacturing companies worldwide, including nearly 300 European headquartered businesses. 

SEMI members are responsible for the innovations in materials, design, equipment, software, devices and 

services that enable smarter, faster, more powerful and more affordable electronic products. Since 1970, SEMI 

has built connections that have helped its members prosper, create new markets and address common industry 

challenges together. 
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